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PREF ACE. 

T HERE is hardly an inftance 
upon record, of a question fo 
intricate, fo loft as it were, in a 
wildernefs of complicated incidents* as 
that of the famous necklace, fuppofed 
to have been bought of the very 
jewellers of the Crown , for the ufe of 
the Sovereign. And by whom ? By a 
man of the firft rank both in tempo- 
ral and clerical dignities. By Prince 
Louis de Rohan, adefcendant of one 
of the firft families in France, whofe 
anceftors have lieji inde ; 'endentprinci- 
palities of their own in Britany. Him- 
felf a Prince of the Roman Empire, 
in right of hisbifhoprick ofStrafburgh, 
Grand-Almoner to his moft Chriftian 
Majefty and a Cardinal ; to crown the 

whole 
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whole, a man poffefled of livings and 
church' preferments to the yearly a- 
mount of 6o,oool. Sterling, befides 
a large patrimony of his own. 

Such is the perfon charged with 
the commiflion of a crime which 
would put even the moft confummate 
depravity to the blufh. Virtue and 
vice they fay have each their progref- 
five degrees. No one can be all 
at once a wretch. Thus far there- 
fore I think that probabilities militate 
llrongly in favour of the Cardinal, 
that the fa&s may do fo likewife, 
muft be the wifh of all thofe who 
have at heart the dignity of Man. 

But my object is not at prefent to 
dive into this iniquitous myfteiy. It 
is the Cardinal’s pretended or real 
• accom- 
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Accomplices, if not rather his feducers, 

who call up my attention. 

• ** : \ 4 * 

Th e firft, who is involved in this’ 
affair, and may, in all likelihood, proven 
the very contriver of the whole plotp 
is the “ Comtefle Dela Motte. This: 
Lady’s defcent from Henry the II. of 
Fiance, by the baftard line, is efta- 
blilhed beyond contradiftion ; but the' 
obfcurity in which fhe lived, before 
the benevolent hand of the Marchio- 
nefs de Brainvilliers was ftretch’d out 
to her afliftance, was by no means fa- 
vourable to the difplay of thofe noble 
fentiments which the world natural- 
ly looks for in perfons, whole birth' 
lets them above the vulgar. Brought : 
lip to the bulinefs of a mantua-ma- ' 
ker, fhe early imbibed that fpirit of 
ihjtrigue infeparable (I fpeak of Paris) 

1 - ftW 
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iiH P R E F A C E; 
from that occupation.' The firft I 
can trace her to have carried on, on 
her own account , is her intimacy 
with one La Motto, ftyled in the 
memorial of the Comtefle, an offices 
of Gendarms ; . though m fad he 
never role above the iltuation o£ a 
private in that corps, and who is 
now. dubbed a Comte, with as mu$h 
right to that title, as thoufands of 
our French ri&tbrs here can pretend 
to that of Chevaliers, Marquis, 

&c. 

* 

The next in fitcceflion* though 
he certainly deferves to he men- 
tioned firft, is the celebrated Gomte 
db Cagliostbo. The extraordinary 
chara&i of that unaccountable be- 
ing has too long puzzled the inqui- 
sitive part of mankind, (and few of 
indeed can plead an exception), 

not 
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not to merit the immediate attention 
I pay to him, in preference to the 
Comtefle. My intention being to 
give, hereafter, a full account of 
the whole tranfadlion ; that Lady’s 
memorial will have its turn next, 
together with every, particular con- 
cerning the Cardinal, and the au- 
thenticity of ' my correfpondence 
will enable me to do it in a full and 
fatisfadtory manner, fo far as relates 
to plain mattter of fadt. 

Comte de Cagliostro leaves the 
public in perfect darknefs about his 
birth and parents. Hence fo many 
conjectures made by idle fpeculators. 
One of them, determined at all 
events to give a father, at leaft, to 
the Comte, has fixed upon the late 
Grand Mafter of Malta, Pinto. He 
gravely tells the world, that a Mal- 

b tefe 
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tefe Galley, captured about 37 years 
ago, a Turkifh pleafure-boat, with 
feveral young Ladies. of the firft 
diftindtion on board, one of them 
exchanged hearts with the Grand. 
Mafter, who by his holy vow of 
celibacy, could make of his fair cap- , 
ture any thing, but a lawful wife. 
Some little time after the Grand 
Signor, by the interpolation of, the 
French Court, obtained that the 
Ladies fhould be returned to their 
dilconfolate parents. They all fet 
off together, not even the Grand 
Miftrefs excepted. The latter could 
not eafily conceal her fhame ; fhe 
was brought to bed of a boy. Her 
father, enraged at this, though a very 
common accident, would have de- 
ftroyed the fruit of his daughter’s 
unlawful amour; but fhe found 

means 
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means to have the child put in a 
place of fafety, and foon after died 
by poifon or of a broken heart. 
Thus runs the tale of the day. 

But I am happy to have it in my 
power to refute the above fi&ion, 
by an account of Caglioftro’s real 
birth. My author is the Courier 
de l Europe of the ioth inftant. 
A paper which, in point of French 
information, I look upon as the 
only criterion of authenticity. 

The imperial family of the Com- 
nenes have long reigned indepen- 
dent over the Chriftian Empire of 
Trebifond ; but, by procefs of 
time, they became tributary to . the 
Turks. From that noble fource 
Comte de Caglioftro derives his ori- 
gin. This is now proved beyond 

b 2 any 
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PREFACE, 
any difpute. He was born in the 
capital of that empire, and isacknow- 
ledged to be the only furvivingfon of 
the Prince who, about 3 5 years ago, 
fwayd the precarious fceptreof Trebi 
fond. At that period, when Comte Ca- 
glioftro was in, or near the third year 
of his age, a revolution took place, 
the reigning Prince his father was 
maflacred by the feditious, and him- 
felf, by fome trufty friend to the 
weaker party, carried to Medina, 
where the Cherif had the unpreju- 
diced generofity to have him brought 
up in the religion of his Chriftian 
parents. 

Whether Comte de Caglioftro has 
thought proper, from political rea- 
fons, to remain, as it were, in a 
cloud, or actuated by the fpirit of a 
becoming pride, has difdained to 

gratify 
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gratify the curiofity of a nation, 
where he has been treated with 
fo much indignity : certain it is, 
that his high defcent is no longer 
contefted ; but even circumftanti- 
ally proved in his memorial, wherein 
he recites, that the black Have in 
his fervice, told him, of all things , to 
beware of the city of Trebifond , and 
predicted the misfortunes that were 
to befall him, after his departure 
from Mecca. 


CON- 
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COMTE DE C A G L I O S T R Oi‘ 


I A M opprefled— *accufed-**defamed !— 
Have I deferved this fate ?«*— I confult 
ifrith my eonfcience, and there I find that 
peace which men refufe me. 

I have travelled much"-I am known all 
over Europe, and the greateft part of Africa 
and Afia. — I have, in every place, fhewii 
fflyfelf a friend to my fellow- creatures.— 
My knowledge, my tiftie, my fortune, have 
conftantly been employed in adminiftering 
comfort to the unfortunate. I have ftudied. 
If prattifed 


Digitized by Google 


( * ) 

praCtifed phyfic ; but never difgraced that 
jfobkft and~moft comforting fcicnce by any 
lucrative fpeculations. Yielding to a fe- 
cret, an irrefiflible impulfe, I flew to the 
relief of fuffcting humanity* and thins be- 
came a phyfician. 

Rich enough to move eafy within that 
fpherc of benevolence which I had traced 
out for myfelf, I found means to preferve 
my independence by giving, but never r*- 
teiving my delicacy was fuch, that I re- 
fufed rewards, even from the hands of 
Sovereigns. — The wealthy I have affifted 
with remedies and advice — to the poor I 
have given both money and remedies.-^— 
Debts I never contracted j in my morals I 
rfm chafte, nay, I will fay it, auftere; I 
never gave offence to any one, either in 
my words, deeds, or writings. The in- 
juries offered to me I have freely forgiven^ 
the good I have done, was done in filence. 
A Granger eVery-where, 1 have every-where 
fulfilled the duties of a gopd citizen-— 
every-where I have refpefted the religion, 
theilaws, and government.— Such is the 
hiftory of my life. 

* Settled 
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Settled for thefe fix years ambngft a fen- 
fible, generous, and hofpi table people, 1 
thought to have found at laft a country that 
I could adopt for my own. — I already en- 
joyed the flattering profpedf of doing* good' 
to my new countrymen: — A fudden clap 1 
Of thunder has'difpelled the fond illufiori,* 
and I find myfelf entombed within the| 
dungeon of the Baftile.— -My wife too ! the' 
moft amiable, the moil virtuous of women',, 
has been dragged into the fame "abyfs.— * 
The thickeft walls, bolts without number, 
part her from me.— She laments her fate/ 
and I cannot "hear her' moahs !— If I inter- 
rogate my gaolers, they' are filerif. ' Alasf 
perhaps the is no more! How could her 
tender frame i;efift tp fuch fuflefings? Hath, 
it been poffible for her to live fix months 
in a place, where man himfelf has occafioa. 
for all bis ftrength, all his fortitude, all 
his refignation, to ftruggle againft defpair? 
—But I entertain the reader with my owi^ 
woes, forgetting that I am doomed to enter; 
into my j unification, 

B z I have 
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I have been apprehended and caft into a 
jp-ifonl— Wliat crime have I committed?-— * 
What is the charge brought againft me?— v 
Who is my accufer?— Is there any witnefa 
to depofe again ft me?— I am completely in. 

the dark.— Even the nature of the com- 

< * ■ 

plaint, on which the warrant is grounded, 
ij$ not known to me; and yet they will 
l)ave me to juftify rayfelf !-— How can 1 
ward off a blow ftruck by an invifibis 
hand?— I am anfwered, that the criminal 
law here will have it fo. — I am filent, and 
with an aching heart 1 humbly fubmit to 
a law fo fevere, and fo alarming to bn- 
peaphed innocence. 

All I can do, therefore, is to furmife 
what may be the nature of the charge. If 
I conjecture right, I fliall have combated 
againft mere chimeras; but I fliall have 
ipoken in favour of truth, and given to 
the fenfible part of the public, an oppor- 
tunity of fetting a proper value on the li- 
bels publiflied againft a wretched man, at 
the very time that he lingers in captivity; 
threatened with the two edged fword of 
juftice and power. 

State 
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State op the question., ; * 

J 

That MefTs. Bohmer and Baflanges have 
delivered, to the Cardinal de Rohan, a 
necklace valued at i, 600,000 Hvres, is a‘ 
fadt which feems now fully eftahlifhed. ; 

It feems equally certain, tha.t the Car- 
dinal has declared to the jewellers, that h# 
adted Qnly as an agent in the buiihefsj 
.that the real purchafer \yas the Queen 
and that, to this effedt, he produced a 
written inftrumoni, reciting the terms un- 
der which the purchafe was to be made,> 
and having, in the margin, fchefe words: 
*5 Bon—r^ban^approwoe Marip— iAmtol-* 

** NETT* DR FrANCB." 

Her Majefty has declared, that tA Qk& 
** had never given any orders- for the- pui>’ 
** chafe of the necklace ; that lhe never 
**■ had approved of the fup poled terms, 
** iand that £he never received the neck- 
*' face,” 

It 
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It is then beyond difpute, that the reality 
of a mifdemeanor is fully eflablifhed — but 
of what nature is the offence ? 

Common fenfe tell6 me, and my cpun- 
fel’s opinion confirms it, that there is no 
material forgery in the cafe j not the lcaft 
pain has been taken to imitate the Queen’s 
hand-writing j nay the fignaturc, fub- 
fcribed to the paper, by which the jewellers 
have been deceived, is not, they fay, that 
which her Majefty ufually affumes. 

What then muft it be called ? — A fuf>- 
pofititious Jjgnature, with an intent to de- 
fraud the jewellers and entice them to de- 
liver up, upon truft, a trinket of great' 
value, which, perhaps, they would not. have* 
confented to, had they known that it was 
intended for any other perfon but the 
Queen herfelf. 

What have the laws decreed againft this 
crime ? what punifhment is provided to 
punifh the abufe of a facred name ? I know 
not, nor does it concern me to be informed 

of 
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of it : all I have to do in this affair, is to 
,afl^ juftice for myfelf, and pardon for the 
offender. — Submiffive innocence hath per- 
haps a right to hold this language. 

But who is the offender ?’ 

. Did Cardinal de Rohan know that the 
fignature was an impofition ? — Did he 
know, that the Queen had in fadt given no 
order concerning the necklace ? — Did he 
know in fine, that the necklace was not to 
be delivered to the Queen ? 

On the very contrary : has hfe‘*not been 
the innocent accomplice in a fraud, to 
which he yras the firft to fall a vidtim? 
Did he think, — had he not a right to be- 
lieve, that he had been chofen as negotiator 
in a tranfadtion acceptable to the Queen, 
and which her Majefty wifhed, for a time, 
to be kept fecret. 

Involved, I know not how, in fuch ma- 
terial concerns, I fhall not degrade in this 
circutaflance, the title of the friend of man- 
kind. 
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'kind, which has at timts been conferred 
tipoft thfc, perhaps not Unworthily j I fhall 
cXpofe my innocence without declaring for 
any party. Traduced in the moft unao- 
countable manner by a woman whom I 
have never injured, I moft fincerely with 
that (he may fully clear herfelf. Happy 
if juftfee can find mJ more than o*e perfon 
‘guilty in this affair 1 

The Cardinal pretends, that hehas been im- 
jpofed upon by the Comtefife dela Motte. 
The latter has', in the greateft hurry, and 
before any decree had been obtained, pub- 
lifted a ^Qtnorial in which fte charges me 
with being a (harper — a forcerer — a thief, 
and namely, that I had laid, and carried 
Into execution, a plan for ruining Cardinal 
de Rohan ; and alfo that I had fecreted the 
necklace, depofited with me, in order to 
add fo much more to the bidden treajures 
of an unexampled fortune. 

Such are, in a few words, the imputa- 
tions laid to my charge. Their being m- 
ferted in a minifterial interrogatory, has 
brought me and my wife to the dungeons 

of 
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cf the Badile : and their having been re-r 
peated m a printed memorial with the mo(\ 
aggravating circumdances, invented at 
leifure, is the caufe of my having been ap- 
prehended by virtue of a warrant granted 
for that purpofe. 

- - * I , * . 

I (hall refute, fince I am compelled to 
do it, thofe imputations which, in any 
pther circumdance, I would have only 
treated with contempt. But before I go 
any further, I mud (hew myfelf what I 
really am. ‘ It is time the world (ho.uld 
know who is that Comte de Cagljos- 
tro, concerning whom fo many abfurd 
tales have been related. As lopg as I have 
been permitted to remain in peaceful ob- 
fcurity, I have condantly fefufed to fatisfy 
jthe curiofity of the public ; now, that , I 
dwell in captivity j now, that the laws call 
me to an account of my actions — I (hall 
fpeak. All I know of myfelf I (hall relate 
with candor, and perhaps the hiftory of my 
life will not be the mod unimportant ar- 
ticle of my judification. 

C %bt 
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7 * be Co^FEsstdif fff Comte qe Gaoit- 
> OSTRO. 

.... t ' J 

I cannot fpeak pofitively as to the 
place of my nativity, nor to the parents' 
who gave me birth. From various cir- 
cumftances of my life I have conceived 
fome doubts, in which the reader perhaps* 
will join with tpe. But I repeat it : all* 
my enquiries have ended only in giving me 
fome great notions, it is true, but alto- 
gether vague and uncertain, concerning mg 
family. 

I fpent the years of my childhood in the 
city of Medina in Arabia, There I was 
brought up under the name of Acharat, 
which I preferved during my progrefs thro’ 
Africa and Alia. I had my apartments in 
the palace of the Muphti Salahaym. It is 
needlefs to add> that the Muphti is the 
chief of the Mahometan Religion, and that 
his conftant refidence is at Medina, 

J recoiled 
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' I recolleA perfe&ly that I had then fottf 
perfons in my fervice 3 a governor, between 
.5$ and 60 years of age, , whole; name 

was AlthotaSj and three fervants, a white 

■ *■ 

one who attended me as valet-de-chambre# 
and two blacks# one of whom was con- 
ftantly about me night and day* 

My governor always told me that I had 
been leftan orphan, when only three tnonths 
old, that my parentswerechriftians,and nobly 
born 3 but he left pv abfolvttety In' the dark# 
about then’ names and the place of my nati- 
vity: a few words which be drop ’d by chance# 
have induced me to fufped that I was bora 
at Malta; but this circtimftanee I never have 
been able to afcertam* 

ALTHOTA8# whole name I cannot 
fpeak without the tendered emotion, treat- 
ed me with great care and all tbe affcdtion 
of a father 3 he thought it a pleafure to im- 
prove the difpofition which I difcovered 
.for the fciences. I may truly fa y, that he 
knew them all, from the rood abdrufe 
down to thole of mere amufement. My 
C 2 greateft 
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grcateft progrcfs was in the ftudy of Botany 
and Phyfic. 

By him I was taught to worfliip God, to 
love and aflift my neighbours, to refpe£f, 
every where, religion and the laws. 

We both drefTed likemufirlmett, and con- 
form’d outwardly to the mode of Mahome- 
tan worfliip j but the true religion was im- 
printed in our hearts. 

The Muphty, who vifited me often, al± 
ways treated me with great goodnefs, and 
feem’d to entertain the higheft regard for 
my governor. The latter inftrufted me in 
mod of the eaflern languages. He would 
often converfe with me, on the pyramids 
of Egypt ; on thofe vaft fubterraneous caves 
dug out by the ancient Egyptians, to be 
made the repofitory of human knowledge', 
and flielter the precious truft from the in- 
juries of fucceeding times. 

I was now in my twelfth year. The 
defire of travelling, and of being an eye wit- 
nefs of the wonders which he /poke of, 

grew 
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grew fo ftrong upon me, that Medina, anti 
my youthful fports there, loft all the allure*- 
ments I had found in them before. 

At laft the day came, when Althotas ap- 
prifed me that we were going to enter up- 
on our travels. A caravan was by him 
prepared, and we fet out after having tak- 
en our leave of the Muphti, who was plea- 
fed to exprefs his concern at our departure, 
in the moft obliging manner. 

On our arrival at Mecca, we alighted at 
the palace of the Cherif, who is the Sove- 
reign of Mecca, and of all Arabia, and al- 
ways chofen from amongft the defeendants 
of Mahomet. I here alter’d my drefs from 
a Ample, which I had worn hitherto, to a 
more fplendid one. On the third day, after 
Our arrival, I was, by my governour, pre- 
fented to the Cherif, who honour'd me 
with the moft endearing carefies. At fight 
of this prince, my fenfes experienced a fud- 
den emotion, which it is not in the power 
of words to exprefs ; my eyes drop’d the 
tiioft delicious tears I ever filed in my life. 
His I perceived he could hardly contain. 

This 
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This Is a period of my life which it is 
impoffible for me to recall to mind, with- 
out being deeply affe&ed at the recol- 
lection. * 

I remained at Mecca for the fpace of 
three years j not one day pafled, without 
my being admitted to the Sovereign’s pre- 
fence, and every hour increafed his attach- 
ment, and added to my gratitude. I fome- 
times furprized his eyes rivetted upon me, 
and then looking up to heaven, with every 
expreflion of pity and commiferation. 
Thoughtful I would go from him, a prey 
to an ever fruitlefs curiofity. I dared not 
alk any queftion of my governor, who al- 
ways rebuked me with great feverity, as if 
it had been a crime in me to wifti for fome 
information concerning my parents, and the 
place where I was born. 

At night, I would converfe with the 
black, who flept in my apartment, but I 
attempted in vain to get the fecret from 
him. If I chanced to talk about my pa- 
rents, he would turn a deaf ear to my 

queftions* 
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queftions.- One night, that I was more 
prefiiog than ufual, he told nae that if ever. 
I fliould leave Mecca, I was threatened with 
the greateft misfortunes, but above all, bid 
me beware of. the city of Trebifond. 

My inclination to travel got the better of 
his forebodings.— *1 was tired with the uni- 
formity of the life I led at the CheriPs 
court.'. 

One day as I waff alone, theprince enter- 
ed my appartmentj fo great a favour 
{truck me with amazement he {train’d me 
to his bofom with more than ufual tender- 
pefs, bid me never ceafe to adore the Al- 
mighty, telling me that as long as I ihould 
perfift in ferving God faithfully, I Ihould 
at laft be happy, and come to the know- 
ledge of my real deftiny j then he added, 
bedewing roy cheeks with tears, — “ adieu, 
thou nature’s unfortunate child.” — Thefe 
wofds, and the afte&ing manner in which 
he delivered them, will for ever remain 
imprinted in my memory. 

This 
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This was our laft interview. The cara- 
van waited only for me, I fet off, and quit- 
ted Mecca never tp re-enter it more. 

I began the courfe of my travels by vi- 
siting Egypt, I infpe&ed thofe celebrated 
pyramids, which, to the eye of a fuperficial 
obfervpr, only prefent an enormous affem- 
blage of marble and granite. Igotacquainr 
ted with the minifters of the different tem- 
ples, who had the copplaifapce to intro- 
duce me into fuch places, as no common 

traveller ever entered before. 

\ ■ . . 

I next fpent three years in my progress 
through the principal kingdoms of Africa^ 
and Alia. 

It is not here the place to give the 
reader an account of the obfervations I have 
been able to make, in the courfe of my tra r 
yels } nor of the truly lingular adventures 
that befell me. This part of the hiftory 
of my life will come at a more favourable 
ppportunity, 

A* 
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As the tire of clearing my chara&er is the 
only thing that can now engrofs my atten* 
tion, I (hall confine myfelf to my travels in 
Europe. I ihall give the names of thofe 
who have known me, and it will be then 
an eafy matter for my well wifhers, to come 
at the truth of moil of the fads which I am 
about to relate. 

Accompanied by my Governor and the 
three attendants who continued in my fer- 
viCe* I arrived in the year 1766, at the ifland 
Rhodes : and there embarked on board a 
French ihip bound to Malta. 

NotWithftanding -the general rule, by 
which all veflels, coming from the Levant, 
are obliged to perform quarantine, I obtain’d 
on the fecond day leave to go alhore. The 
grand mailer Pinto gave us appartments in 
his palace, and I perfectly recoiled, that 
mine were near the laboratory. 

The firft thing the Grand-mailer was 
‘pleafed to do, was to requeft the Chevalier 
D ’Aquino, of the princely houfe of Cara - 
D tttanica,‘ 
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manica, to bear me company, and do me the 
honoir$of-the iftand. 

Here for the fir ft time, I afiumed the 
European drefe, and wish it the name of 
Comte de CagHoftro, nor was it a fin all 
matter of fnrprife for me, to fee my Gover- 
nor appear in a clerical drefs, and with the 
infignia of the order of Malta. 

Chevalier EVAquino introduced me to 
Vhc acquaintance of the chiefs, or as they 
are call’d. Grand Croix de l’ordrr y I 
remember that 1 dined at the table of the 
Bailli de Rohan, the now reigning Grand 
mailer. How for it was then from s$e to 
imagine that, 20 years after that period, I 
fhould be apprehended and drag’d to. the 
Baftille, for being honoured with the friend* 
Ihip of a prince of that name L 

I 

I have every reaibn to believe, that the 
Grand-mafter Pinto was acquainted with 
my real origin. Hie often fpoke tome of 
the Che/if^ and- mentioned the city of Tre- 

j btfoni 
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bifind i but never would content to enter 
into further particulars on the fubjedt. 

Meanwhile he treated me with the ut- 
Oioft diftindtion, and aflured me of a very 
rapid preferment if I would confent to 
take the crofs. But Hill my tafte for travel- 
ling and the predominant defire of pra&if; 
ing phyfic, induced me to decline offers, 
equally generous as they were honourable. 

It was in the ifiand of Malta, that I had 
the misfortune of lofing my beft friend and 
matter, the wifeft as the moll learned of 
mankind, the venerable Althotas: in his laft 
moments, grafping my hand, he faid to me 
vith an almoft expiring voice : “ my fon 
keep for ever before your eyes the fear of 
God, and the love of your fellow creatures ; 
you will foon be convinced by experience 
of the truth of what you have been taught 
by me.” 

The fpot where I had parted for ever 
from the friend, who had been as a father 
to me* loon became odious, I beg’d leave of 
D 2 the 
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the Grand-mafter to quit the ifland, in order 
to travel over Europe, he confented not 
without reluctance, and he made mepromifc 
that I fhould return again to Malta. The 
Chevalier D’ Aquino was fo obliging a$ to 
take upon him the trouble of accompany- 
ing me, and of fupplying my wants during 
our journey. 

I fet out with that gentleman. Our firft 
trip was to Sicily, where the knight intro- 
duced me to the nobility of that country. 
From thence we went over the different 
iflands of the Archipelago. And, after 
having once more fail’d over the Mediterra- 
nean, we put fafe into Naples, the birth- 
place of my companion. 

The Chevalier, on account of his own af- 
fairs, having been obliged to undertake fome 
private voyages, I proceeded alone to Rome, 
being provided with a letter of credit up- 
on the banking hqufe of the Sieur Bellone. 

In the capital of the chriftian world, I 
rcfolved upon keeping the ltri&eft incognito. 

One 
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6ne morning, as I was (hut up in my apart- 
ment, endeavouring to improve myfelf in 
the Italian language, my valet-de-chambre 
introduced to me the fecretary of Cardinal 
Urfini,whofe bufinefs was to requell I would 
wait on his Eminence j I repaired imme- 
diately to his palace. The Cardinal receiv- 
ed me with the moll flattering civility, in- 
vited me often to his table, and procured 
me the acquaintance of feveral Cardinal* 
and Roman Princes, namely, amongll the 
reft. Cardinals York and Ganganelli, who 
was afterwards Pope Clement XIV. Pope 
Rezzonico, who then fill’d the papal chair, 
having exprefled a defire of feeing me, I 
had the honour of conferring repeatedly 
with his Holinefs. 

I was then (1770) in my 22d year. For- 
tune procured me the acquaintance of a 
young lady of quality, Serajina Felicbiant , 
flje was hardly out of her infancy, her 
dawning charms kindled in my bofom a 
flame, which fixteen years marriage have 
only lerved to ftrengthen. It is that un- 
fortunate woman, whom neither her vir- 

' ’ t$es. 
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tues, her innocence, her quality of ftranger 
could fave from the hardfhip of a captivi- 
ty as cruel, as it is unmerited. 

*' *■ 

Having neither time, or inclination to 
write a voluminous work, I fliall not enter 
minutely into the particulars of my travels 
through all the kingdoms of Europe; I 
(hall only mention thofe perfons to whom' 
I have been known. Moft of them are 
dill in being, their tcflimony I challenge 
aloud. Let them declare whether I was 
ever guilty of any action dilgraceful to a 
man of honour. Let them fay whether I 
haye at any time fued for a favour; if ever 
I have courted the protection of thofe So* 
vereigns, who were defirous of feeing me ; 
let them declare in fine, whether I have at 
an y time, in any place, done more, than 
cure the fick gratis, and a Gift the indir 
gent. 

The perfons, whom I have been moijb 
known to, are. 

In 
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la Spain. 

Duke D 1 Alba, his foil Duke de Vefcard, 
Comte de Prelata, Duke of Medrnfaceli, 
Comte de Riglas, a relation of the Comte 
D’ Aranda, his Catholic Mayefty’s Ambaf- 
fador at the Court of France. 

i 

In Port tr g al. 

Conns© Sanrincenti, who introduced me 
ait court. My Banker at Lifbott was Ant- 
felmo la Cruce. 

In L o n d o N. 

The Nobility, and the People. 

In Holland. 

TheDufce of Brunfwick, to whom I had 
the honour to be introduced. 

* 

111 COURLAND. 

The prefent reigning Duke and Dot ch- 
efs. All the courts in Germany. 

At 
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At Petersburgh. 

Prince Potenebin, Mr. Narifcin, Gene- 
ral Gelacin, the General of the Coffacs, 
General Medecino, Chevalier De Corbe- 
ron, the French charge d’affaires at that 
Court. 


In Poland* 

Countefs Comcefka, Comte Gevuiki, the 
Princefs of - — — , now Princefs of Naf* 
fau, &c. 


I fhall here obferve that, from a defire of 
not being known, I have often travel! ’d 
under different names ; 1 fucceffively af- 
fumed thofe of, Comte Starat, Comte ^Fe- 
nix, Marquis D’Anna. But the name bjr 
which I am moft generally known in Eu- 
rope, is that of Comte de Caglioftro. 


Digitized by Google 



( ) 

I arrived at Strafburgh on the 19th of 
September 1780, and, a few days after, be- 
ing met by Comte Gavufki, who knew me 
again, I was forced to give way to the earneft 
folicitations of the inhabitants, and of all 
the Alfacian nobility, to make my know- 
ledge in phyfics ufeful to the public* A* 
mongft the acquaintances I had in that 
city are the Marshal de Contades, Marquis 
de la Salle, Barons Fraxilande, Del’Or, 
Vorminfer, and Diederick, Princefs Ch ri- 
ft in a, and others* 

All thofe who have known me at Straf- 
burgh, are acquainted with my conduit 
there, and my occupations* If I have been 
libelled by fome obfcure fcribblers, the 
public newfpapers and fome equitable 
writers have done me juftice. I fhall re- 
fer the reader to the valuable work intituled 
hcttres fur la Suijfe t Vol. I. p. 5. where 
the refpe&able author pays a due homage 
to truth.— Let the reltors of the different 
parifhes be confulted; they will declare 
the good I have done to their poor. The 
Corps of Artillery, and the other regiments 
£ then 
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then garrifoned at Strafburgh, will alfo 
vouch to the number of foldiers cured by 
me. 


Aik the inn-keepers j they will tell 
you if their houfes, their hotels, &c. could 
fuffice to the concourle of Grangers who 
reforted to Strafburgh on my account. 

The apothecary whom I employed, will 
teflify to the quantity of medicines which 
I prefcribed for the indigent, and always 
payed for, ready money. 

The keepers of the different gaols .know 
how I have behaved towards the poor pri- 
foners, and the number of thofe I have re- 
leafed from confinement. 

I appeal to the principal men of that 
city, to the magiftrates, to the public at 
large ; let them declare whether I ever 
gave offence j and whether, in all my 
tranfadions,'a fingle deed of mine could be 
reprobated as contrary to the laws, to mo- 
rality, to religion. . • 
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If, ever fince my arrival in France, I 
have offended any one, let the injured' 
fpeak, and rife up in judgement againft me. 
—I do not mean to become my own pane- 
gyrift. I have done good, becaufc it is 
my duty. Yet what is in the end my re- 
ward for all the fervices I have done to the 
French nation? in the bitternefs of woe 
fhall I fpeak it? Libels, and the Bas- 

TILE. 

I had been at Strafburgh near a twelve- 
month, when one evening, entering my 
houfe, I met there, waiting for my return, 
Chevalier d’ Aquino. My furprife, the 
reader will eafily guefs, muft have been of 
the agreeable kind, fince this was the very 
perlon who had accompanied me from 
Malta to Naples, and who, hearing of my 
refidence at Strafburgh, was come there for 
no other purpofe than that of ftrengthen- 
iiig the bonds of our mutual friendfhip. 

The Chevalier has been in company with 
the heads of the city, to whom he may 
have given an account of what he knew of 
E 2 me 
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me at Malta, and of the very flattering dif- 
tindion with which 1 had been treated by 
the Grand Mailer. 

Some little time after my arrival at 
Strafburgh, Cardinal de Rohan had fignified 
to me by Baron de Millinens, his Mailer of 
the Hounds, that he wiihed to be acquainted 
with me. As long as I fuppofed the prince 
actuated by mere curiofity, 1 refufed to 
gratify it; but, having been informed foon 
after, that he was attacked with an ailhma, 
and deiired to confult with me, I repaired 
inrtantly to the epifcopal palace. I gave 
him my opinion concerning his complaint j 
he feemed fatisfied, and requeiled I would 
call upon him from time to time. 

In the courfe of the year 1781* the Car- 
dinal honoured me with a viiit, in order 
to confult with me about the illnefs of 
Psince Soubife, who was affli&ed with a mor- 
tification, and I had been fo fortunate as 
to cure the Secretary of the Marquis de la 
Salle, of a fimilar diforder, after he had 
been given up by the phyficians. X afked 

fome 
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fome qoeftions about the Prince;* but the 
Cardinal, inftead of anfwering, earneftly cn- . 
treated me to accompany him to Paris. 
He preffed me with fo much politenefs, 
that it was not poffible for me to refufe. 

I therefore took my departure, after ha- 
ving given proper directions to the furgeon 
and to my friends, that the necefiitous, and 
the patients I had under my care, might - 
not fuffer by my abfence. 

We got to Paris, and the Cardinal would 
have carried me direftly to the Prince; 
but this I declined, telling the Cardinal 
that, being determined to have no manner 
of dilpute with the faculty, I ihould not 
fee the Prince till his phyficians had de- 
clared him paft all cure. The Cardinal 
obligingly complied, and on his return told 
me, that the faculty had declared the. 
Prince to be on the mending pace. I 
then told the Cardinal, that I was refolved 
not to fee the patient, being unwilling to 
reap the glory of a cure, which could not 
be afcribed to me. 
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My arrival in the capital being known 
publicly, fo many perfons came to con/ult 
with me, that, during the thirteen days I 
ftaid in Paris, my whole time was taken 
up in vifiting patients every day, from five 
o’clock in the morning 'till midnight, 

I employed an apothecary ; but I diftri- 
bUted, atjny own expence, more medicines 
than he fold j ;for a confirmation of what 
I here advance, I appeal to thofe who had 
oceafion to apply to me. If there can be 
found a Angle peri'on who can fay with 
truth, that I have ever been prevailed upon 
to accept of any gratuity, either in money 
or prefents, I confent to be deemed un- 
worthy of any confidence. 

Prince Louis (the Cardinal) carried me 
back as far as Save me j where, after many 
thanks, he defired me to call upon him as 
often as I could. We parted, and I re- 
turned. immediately to Stralhurgh, where 
I refumed my ufual occupations. What 
good I did gave rife to various libels, 
in which I was ftyled Antechrift— the 

wandering 
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wandering Jew— the man of 1400 years old, 
&c. Unable to bear fp much ill ufage, .1 
was refolved to leave the place. Several let- 
ters, which the King’s Minifters were plea- 
fed to write on my account, made me alter 
my mind. I think it is very important to 
my fuit, to lay before my judge and the 
public thofe recommendations, which are 
the more honourable that I had never fo- 
liated thofe teftimonies, either diredtly or 
indirectly. . 


L E T T E R. L ’ : 

Written by Monfeur'xz -Comte de Ver- 
. gennes, Secretary of Sate for Foreign 
Affair s, to Mbnfeur Gerard, Pretor of 
Strajburgh. 


Verfailles, 13th March, 1783. 

Comte de Cagliostro, Monfieur, is 
not perfonally known to me ; but common 
report, ever fince he fettled at Straf- 
burgh, is fo very much in his favour, that 
~ humanity 
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humanity requirts be fbould find there 
both regard and tranquility. His being 
a ftranger, and the good which he is faid 
to have done, is a double title which au- 
thorifes doe to recommend him to yon, and 
to the magiftrates over whom you prefide. 
Monfieur de Caglioftro only afks for peace 
and fecurity. Thefe are infured to him 
by the laws of hofpitality ; and, acquainted 
as I am with your natural difpofitions, I 
am fully perfuaded you will eagerly main- 
tain him in the enjoyment of both, as well 
as of all other advantages which he may 
perfonally deferve. 

I have the honour; See. 

(Signed) 

DE VERGENNfiS. 


tET- 
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LETTER II. 


from tie Marquis de Mirominil, Keeper 
of the Seal, to the fame . 

SIR, 

Versailles, March 15. 1783. 

‘THE Comte de Caglioftro has zealoufly 
employed his time, fince he has fettled in 
Strafburgh, in relieving the poor and ne- 
ceffitous, and, to my knowledge, that fo- 
reigner has, in feveral inflances, adted with 
that humanity which makes him worthy of 
a peculiar protection. I beg you will, as 
far as concerns you and the magiftrates, 
whofe chief you are, procure him all that 
fupport and tranquility which every ftran- 
ger ought to enjoy within his Majefty’s do- 
minions, efpecially when he makes him- 
fe If ufeful to the nation. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) 

MIROMINIL. 
F LET- 
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LETTER III. 

From the Marquis de Segur to the Marquis 
de la Salle. 


&*me date* 

THE good conduit which I am well 
allured Comte Caglioftro has fupported in 
Stralburgh, the very laudable employ he 
makes in that city of his knowledge and 
abilities, and the repeated proofs of his 
humanity there to the individuals, labour- 
ing under various complaints, who had 
recourfe to him, entitle that foreigner to 
the protect ion of Government. The King 
gives you charge to fee not only that he be 
not molefted at Strafburgh, whenever he 
thinks fit to return to that city, but even 
that he may be treated with that regard 
which he deferves, for the good he does to 
the diftrelled. 

(Signed) 

SEGUR. 

It 
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It is on the faith of thofe letters, and of 
the Monarch’s difpofition towards me, that 
I fondly conlidered France as the laft ftage 
of my travels,' What reafon had I to ima- 
gine, that, two years after, it would be my 
fate to claim — but to claim in vain, for 
myfelf and for my unfortunate wife, thofe 
iacred rights of humanity, lb folemnly ac- 
knowledged, fo nobly exprefled in the let- 
ters written in his Majefty’s name! 

The tranquillity which the minifterial 
letters procured me was but of a tranfient 
nature. Perfecuted by a fet of men 
who, for a long time had witnefled my 
fuccefs with an eye of difiatisfadtion, I de- 
termined to leave Stralburgh, fully refolved 
not to expofe myfelf in future to the male- 
volence of envy. 

Such was the Hate of my mind, when 
I received a letter from the Chevalier 
D’Aquino, which informed me that he 
was taken dangeroufly ill, I fet off im- 
mediately ; but, notwithftanding the ut- 
moft expedition, I reached Naples only' 
F 2 time 
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time enough to receive the laft farewel of 
my unfortunate friend. 

Soon after my arrival at Naples, I was 
met by the Spanilh Ambaffador, and others, 
who had known me before. Finding my- 
felf teazed again to refume the practice of 
phyfic, I rcfolved to take a tour to Eng- 
land ; to this effedt, I eroded the fouthem 
parts of France, and arrived at Rourdeau* 
on the 8th of November, 1783, 

I went to the play, where I was difco-» 
vered by an officer of cavalry. The latter 
having informed the Jurats who I was, one 
of them, Chevalier Roland, in the name of 
his colleagues in office, offered me and my 
wife a feat in their box, any time 1 Ihould 
think proper to vifit the play-houfe. The 
Jurats, and the inhabitants having given me 
the moll dillinguilhed reception, and re- 
fuelled me to give up my time to the affiH^ 
ance of the lick and infirm, as I had before 
done at Stralburgh, I fuffered mylelf to he 
prevailed upon, and began to give advice 
gt home, and didribute amonglt the poor 

remediet 
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remedies and pecuniary fupplies. Such 
was the concourfe of people, that I found 
myfelf obliged to folicit the Jurats to let 
me have a military guard, that my houfc 
might be kept in due order. 

It was here that I had the honour of 
being introduced to the Marefchal de 
Mouchi, the Corote de Fumel, VHcomte 
du Hamel, and other perfons of credit, 
who will, if required, bear teftimony to the 
manner in which I conducted myfelf, du- 
ring my flay at Bourdeaux. 

At the end of eleven months, finding 
myfelf haraffed as I had been at Strafburgh, 
I left Bourdeaux, and reached Lyons the 
latter end of Odtober, 1784. After flaying 
there only three months, I fet out for 
Paris, where J arrived on the 30th of Ja- 
nuary, 1785, I took up my refidence at 
one of the ready-furnifhed hotels of the 
Palais-Royal, and, fome days after, removed 
to a houfe I had hired in the Rue St, Claude, 
pear the Boulevard, 


The 
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The firft ftep I took was, to Ggaifj to 
my acquaintance, that I wifhed to live ia 
quiet privacy, and that I was refolved not 
to p radii fe phyfic any longer ; I have kept 
my word, and have obllinately perfirted 
in rejedling all felicitations to the con- 
trary. 


Prince Louis has honoured me with oc- 
cafional vifits, and 1 remember that he once 
offered to introduce me to a lady named 
Valois pe la Motte, on the following 
lion. 


** The Queen,” faid the Cardinal to me, 
“ is a prey to the deepeft melancholy, on 
account of a predidtion that ihe is to die in 
child-bed. It would be the higheft fatif- 
fadtion to me, if I could, by any means, un-? 
deceive her, and reftore her peace of mind, 
Madame de Valois is every day with her 
Majelly; you cannot oblige me more, if 
the former fhould afk your opinion, than 
by telling her that the Queen will be fafely 
brought to bed of a Prince,” 

T c 
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To this propofal I freely affented ;< th* 
more npadily, that, whilft I obliged the 
Cardinal, I had the profpeCt of contributing 
indirectly to the prefervation of the Queen's 
health. 

The next day I waited ,on the Prince at 
his houfe, where I found the ComtefTe de 
la Motte ; who, after having faid many civil 
things to me, opened the bufinefs in the 
following words: 

“ I am acquainted with a lady of great 
diftin&ion at Verfailles, who has been fore- 
warned that fhe and another lady were to 
die in child-bed. The prediction hath 
already been accomplifhed on one of them; 
and the furvivor waits, in the utmoft un- 
eafinefs, the fatal minute. If yoy know the 
truth of what will happen, or if you think 
it poflible to find it out, I fhall repair to 
Verfailles to-morrow, and make my report 
to the perfon concerned, who,” added the 
ComtefTe, “ is the Queen herfelf.” 

My anfwer to Madame de la Motte was, 
that all predictions were mere nonfenfe; 

that. 
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that, meanwhile, (he might tell the lady 
to recommend herfelf to Divine protection; 
that her firft lying-in had been fortunate, 
and that her approaching one would prove 
equally (o. 

The Comfefle did Hot feem (atisfied With 
the anfwer, but infilled upon having fome 
more pofitive afiurance. 

I then recolleCled the promile I had 
made to the Cardinal. I a flurried a ferious 
countenance, and told the lady, with all 
the gravity I could mufter, “ You know, 
Madam, that I am an adept in the fcience 
of nature, as a phyfician ; nor am I without 
knowledge of fome of the proprieties con- 
tained in the animal magnctifm. My 
opinion is, that a being perfectly innocent 
may, in this cafe, operate more powerfully 
than any other. Therefore, if you would 
know the truth, the firft thing you have 
to do is, to find out that- innocent crea- 
ture.” 

“ If you want no more,” replied the 
Comtefie, *« I have a niece of that very 

defcription* 
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defcription -I {hall bring /herewith me 
termer-row/’ - 

; I. figured to myfelf that th,is f niece, fp 
perfectly innocent, was a child not above fix 
yejirs old; I le^yP you to judge, of my fur- 
prize, when the next morning i met a]t 
the Prince's a grown lady about fifteen 
years of age, whom the Comtefle prefented 
to me as- the •very innocent creature, of 
whom fhe had fpoken the preceding day. 
i had occafidn to compofe my features, to 
refrain from bu riling out into a loud laugh. 
However, I flood it out; and afkcd Ma- 
•demoifclle la Tour (that was the niece's 
mfctaie); whether fhe Was truly innocent? 
"Her pofithre anfwer in the affirmative be- 
trayed more 1 aflbfance than ingenuity.— 
Well, Mifs, I fhall know the truth of It 
In an inflant; cbmmtnd yourfelf to God, and 
: you‘r irtnoe'ence.' ’ 'Step behind : that fereen, 
c fhllt your 1 eyes,' ttnd think Within yourfelf, 
what objedl you mod wifh to fee; if you 
( ar^ipt^ocen^ ,jt will appear to you* but if 
. you are not, ^you fhall fee nothing.” 

1 • ' - G Mademoifelle 
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Mademoifelle la Tour followed ol y direc- 
tions, and I remained on the outfide of the 
fcreen with the Prince, who flood near the 
fire-place, not loft in extacy, as Madame de 
la Motte is pleafed to exp refs it ; but hold- 
ing the hand to his mouth, left, by an in- 
difcreet laugh, he fhould difturb our grave 
ceremonies. 

Whilft the young lady flood behind the 
fcreen, I bufied myfelf for a while in 
making fome magnetifing geftures ; then I 
faid to her, ** Stamp on the floor with your 
innocent foot, and tell me if you fee any 
thing.”— Her anfwer was in the negative. 
“ Then, Mifs,” faid I, ftriking againfl the 
fcreen with great force, ** you are not in- 
nocent.” This obfervation piqued the 
lady’s pride.—** Hold,” cried fhe, **me- 
thinks I fee the Queen.”— I was then con- 
vinced that proper inftrudtion had been 
given to the niece innocent , by an aunt who 
was no fuch a thing. 

Wifhing to try how fhe could go through 
her part, I requefled her to defcribe the 
phantom then before her eyes. She an- 

fwered. 
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fwered, that the lady was pregnant, and 
that (he was d refled in white. Then flie 
4«(bribed all tbp features minutely, which 
were e^adlly thpfe of the Queen. “ Aik 
thp lady,” faid X, “ whether Ihe is to be 
brought to .bed fafely ?” She faid, the lady 
bowed her head, arid that no bad confe- 
quences Ihould attend her lying-in. “ I 
order you,” concluded I, “moll refpe&fully 
to kifs- the lady’s hand.” The innocent, 
creature kilTed her own, hand, and came, 
forth from behind the fcreen, pcrfedtly. 
happy iii the thoughts of having convinced 
us of her innocence. 

The two ladies eat fome fweet-meats, 
drank lemonade, and, in about a quarter of 
an hour, retired at a back Hair. The Prince 
faw me home, thanking me for the com- 
plaifance I had (hewn on the occafion. 

Thus ended a farce, as harmlefs in itfelf, 
as it was laudable from its motive. 

Three or four days afterwards, meeting 
with the Comtefle at the Cardinal’s, they 
both requelled me to repeat the fame ba - 
G 2 dinage 
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image with a little bey of live or fix yeate 
old } I did not think 1 the requeft defer ved a 
refofal.— «Could I Fore fed then, that this 
focial rec/bation IhouM one day fee repfe- 
fented to the magiftrate^ a$ an adl of witch- 
craft, a facrilegious profanation of. thtf 

Chriltian myftcries! : « 

“ « • 

^ ‘ - - f t ^ 

The Etince having: thus brought qae ac- 
quainted with the Camtefie, was plcafed 
to alk me, what I thought of her? I have 
always pretended to r feme knowledge in 
phyfiognotny. — I am fincere — and I an* 
fwered, that I took the Cotntefib to be a 
deceitful intriguing woman. The Prince 
interrupted me, by fayingi that (he was a 
very honeft creature; but in diftreffed cir- 
cumftances. Upon this I obfervcd, that 
were it ttue, as (he faid, that (he enjoyed 
the fpeeial patronage of the <^ueen, (he 
would be better provided, and that die 
Would have no occafion for any other pro- 
tection. ' The Prince and I perfevered in 
our refpeCtive opinion, on the fubjedt. 

i 

The Cardinal fet out (bon after for Sa- 
verne, where he rerxiained one month or 

T fix 
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fix weeks. From the time of his return 
to Paris, he became more frequent in his 
vifits to, me. I perceived he was uneafy, 
thoughtful, chagrined. I refpeded his 
private farrows; but whenever we had 
occasion to talk of the Comteffe, I would 
tell him, with my ufuaj fcanknefs, '* that 
woman 1 deceives you.” 

* 

A fortnight before the Cardinal Was ar- 
refted, he faid to me, “ dear Comte, I be- 
gin to . think that you are right in your 
conjedures — and that Madame de Valois 
is the woman you have defcribed.” He 
then, for the firft time, related to me the 
tranfadion about the necklace, and im- 
parted to pie the fufpicions as well as the 
fears he entertained, that the necklace had 
not been delivered to the Queen. This 
drengthened, and made me perfift the more, 
in my opinion. 

The next day after this converfation had 
pa fled, the Prince informed me, that the 
Comteffe and her hufband had fled fbr (hei- 
fer to his hou/e, fearing the confequenccs 
that the above affair might bring after it, 
’ and 
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and that they requeued of me fome letters 
of recommendation for England, or the 
environs of the Rhine. The Prince afked 
my advice : I told him there was but one 
way left, namely, to deliver that woman 
into the hands of the Police, and proceed 
diredtly to Court to lay the whole matter 
open to the King and his Minifters.— * 
The Cardinal objecting, that fo rath a ftep 
he could not reconcile to his feelings and 
generofity, ** In this cafe,”.faid I, ** God is 
your only refource ; he mull, and I wi(h 
he may, do the reft.” The Cardinal, 
however, having refufed to give to the 
Comte and the Comteflc the letters of re- 
commendation which they required, they 
fet out for Burgundy, and I have heard 
nothing of them iince that period. 

On the 15th of Auguft I was informed, 
as well as all Paris, that the Cardinal de 
Rohan had been arrefted that day. Seve- 
ral perfons obferved to me, that as I was 
amongft the Cardinal’s friends, I might 
perhaps ftiare the fame fat?. But confcioqs 

of 


Digitized by Google 



( 47 ) 

of my innocence, I anfwered, that l was 
perfe<ftly refigned, and fhould wait at 
home with patience for whatever God or 
the Goverment Ihould ordain. 

About half paft feven o’clock in the 
morning, on the 2 2d of Auguft, a Com.- 
miflary, one exempt, and eight Satellites 
of the Police, entered my houfe. They 
began their plunder in my very fight — I 
am compelled to open my ferutoires. All 
that there was of elixirs, balfams, rich 
cordial drops, became the prey of the 
wretches appointed to efcort me. I re- 
queued of the Commiflary, Matt re C Action, 
jun. to grant me the ufe of my own car- 
riage — this trifling comfort, his inhuma- 
nity denied. They dragged me on foot 
in the moft opprobrious manner, till we 
reached half way to the Baftile j a hack- 
ney coach happening to pafs by, I was 
permitted to enter it. The awful draw- 
bridge is let down, and I am led to — . 

My wife has experienced the fame fate — — 
Here I recoil with horror — I (hall fay no- 
thing of what I have fuffered, determined 

not 
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hot to wound the feelings of the reader, 
by a- recital equally fad and ihockiog. I 
fhall only add a Angle obfervation, and. 
Heaven can witoefs, it is the expreffion of 
truth.- — — Were I left to chufe between an 
ignominious death, and fix months im- 
prifooment in the Baftile, I would lay, 
without hefitation— — “ Lead me on to 
the fcaffold.” 

Who could fuppofe, that an innocent 
man can be reduced to that abyfs of mif- 
fortune, as to look on a warrant for appre- 
hending his body, as a favour from Pro- 
vidence ? Yet fuch was the cafe with me* 
When, after five months captivity, the 
Warrant was fignified to me, that is, when 
I knew what had been alleged againft me 5 
the officer who brought it was to my fight 
an angel of light come from heaven to tell 
me, that, in the fame time that judges 
were appointed, I was at liberty to fee 
counfel, and had it now in my power to 
.enter into a juftification, 

*The decree or warrant bears date the 
15th of December 1765— It was notified 

to 
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to me oh the 30th January 1786, and die 
fame day I underwent an examination. 


1 fhonH If waiting in the 

promife I* have made to the public* of* 
Ihewing myfelf what I realjy am* were I 
not to lay before them a voucher, by 
Which they may obtain a further knpw- 
ledge of my character, my innocence, and 
the nature of the charge brought agajnft 
me. And although recollection alone has 
aflifted me, in .penning down the follow- 
ing interrogatory, my memory is good ; 
and I can allure the reader, that I hayc not 
omitted any efTential cjrcumftanee. 



H l$XA£ii- 
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Examination of Comte de Cagliostr o, 

cA the 30 tb of January 1786. 

How old are you ? 

A. 37 or 38 years. 

Your name? 

A. Alexander Caglioftro. 

Where- born ? 

A. I cannot fay for certain, whether it 
Was at Malta or at Medina ; I have lived 
under the tuition of a governor, who told 
me that I was of noble birth, that I was 
left an orphan when only three months 
old. See* 


Q ^ How long have you been in Paris ? 


A. I arrived here oh the 30th of Janu- 
ary 1785. 


Q*. On 
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On your arrival where did you takfe 
apartments ? 

A. In the Palais Royal, at a ready fur- 
nifiied hotel, where I lodged twenty days, 
more or lefs. 

Ifad you, when you came to this 
capital, money requiiite to keep houfe ? 

A. Moil afluredly, I had brought with 
me eyery thing neceflary for houfc-keep- 
ing. 

Where did you fix upon a houfe ? 

A. In the Rue St; Claude, on the Boule- 
vard, 

Who hired the houfe ? was it you 
or the Prince ? (Cardinal de Rohan). 

A. I requeued Monfieur de Carbonieres 
(a gentleman in the Prince’s boufehold) 
tp ftrike the bargain for me, as I had en- 
tered into no one of the kind before in any 
part Jof the world. This was my reafon 
for eptreating Monfieur de Carbonieres to 
H 2 fettle 


Digitized by Google 



( 5 * ) 

fettle every thing c on cer n ing the houfe, 
furniture, carriages, &c. and I fupplied 
him, from rime to time, with the cafh 
oeceflary to anfwcr thofe exigencies, for 
which he afterwards produced the re- 
ceipts. 

Who provide! you With neccflkrifes ? 

A. I alone, in every thing. 

^ But the Printie hoarded With you ? 

A. Though he did lo, it was always at 
fny expence 5 yet, fomet mes, as he was 
woot to bring his friends, or Come perfons 
patronized by him, he would order from 
bis own houfe, one or two diihes ; nerer- 
thelefs, at night I allowed my cook for the 
whole expencc of the clay. 

Did you fee the Prince immediately 
on your arrival here ? 

A. Noj- but two or three days after? 
Wards, 
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Was the Prince at /our table every 

<3ay? 

A. tte at hrft came hut feldom to din- 
ner; but fince, he Was regular three or 
four times in the week. 

' Q-_ Wefe you Acquainted with a Lady 
*0? the hame of La Tviotte ? 

A. Certain ly-^- the firft time I met her, 
flie told me that I had Teen her before, in 
twin’s oloaths, at the foot of tny ftair-cafe 
at Straftutgh, where the a Iked me whether 
I could give her ahy tidings of the Mar- 
^chiontefs de IfedtrlainVilliers, when i ttn- 
f were 3, the Lady was then at Saverrie, and 
that ft* bad fct off th'e fame day to meet 
bet. 

fed you fteher fintfe, fat the Prince's 
houfe ? 

A. Moft afliifedly, 

Qj_ Was (he not then in company with 
one of her nieces ? 

A. No. 

, <UYet 
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Yet you have feen that niece ? 

A. Give me leave to relate the fad : 
(quoted before, fee p. 39). 

It is faid that you put a crucifix 
round the girl’s neck, together with black, 
green, red, and other* coloured ribbon^, 
with an apron fringed with filver, and that 
yo£t made her kneel and take an oath ? 

A. It is falfc.— I only think, to the 
bed of my recolle&ion, that the Prince 
added to her ornament a few ribbons to 
pleafe her fancy. I alfo believe, that X 
had then about me a common mafonic 
apron but I am not certain that (he made 
ufe of it. Whether or not, I truft im- 
plicitly to the Prince’s recolle&ion, and 
whatever he may fay on {he fubjed I (hall 
fake for granted. 

Have you laid a fword, in what man- 
ner I know not, on the young Lady ? 

A. All I know is, that, having my fword 
pn, I laid it down, 

Q^But 
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i But what of the oath admmiffcbred f 

A. The afiertion is falfe. — I have already 
informed you of my reafons for doing what 
I did. 


Is it true that, after the fecond trial, 
the young girl being withdrawn, you, in 
Company with the Prince and Madanie de 
la Motte, retired to another room, in the 
middle of which were placed a dagger, 
erodes of St. Andrew and of Jerufalem, 
a fword, Agnus Dei, belides a great num- 
ber of wax lights ; that then, and there, 
you had made Madame de la Motte take 
an oath, telling her it was necefiary the 
fhould fwear not to reveal to any one what 
Khe might fee: that next, addrefling the 
Cardinal, you fpoke to him in thefe 
Words : ** Well, Prince, bring here— 
you know what.” That immediately the 
Cardinal opened a bureau, out of which 
he took a wooden box of an oval form, 
and full of loofe diamonds ; when you 
Taid : “ Mind, Prince, that there is ano- 
ther which you know of':” that the Prince 

took 
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took it up, and faid to Madew dp U 
Motte, “I make you a pre fen t of 6000 livres; 
and tbefe diamonds you mu# give to y*ur 
bufeand, diro^iog hup to fel off imm&ti* 
ately for London to fell fome of them* md 
have the others fet, and not to return ’till 
tho whole of his orrcpd is fnl£Jled ?” 

A. This is falfe— -very falfe, and I can 
prove it* 

Q^What proof can you adro»n$et 1 

A. In the firft place, when any m#gqe* 
ttfing operation was to be performed, the care 
of preparing the roam devolved upon Mop* 
ficur Pe Carbopieres i and after the fecund 
trial was over, . there came in a celpe&abjfc 
perfenage, wbpfe tiaipe I will pot mention* 
But Prince Louis will tell you who that per* 
fon was, hecaufel will pot caUaraprereljpe£« 
able man asawitpefeof fucha tridfegfrplfek* 
The Prinpe and the two perfops alluded to 
Will tell you, that there was in the roont 
neither C.rojfes, dagger, &c. That , what* 
ever tfia y have beep reported on the fubje£| 

4 is 
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is falfe; that rto oath was ever taken ; the 
Prince’s lloufehold may be call’d as witnefs, 
concerning the tale of the 30 wax lights ; 
all the fervants will declare whether the 
room was lighted more than ufual. 

Is it true that you have given the 
Prince any hopes of his being advanced to 
theminiftryi’ 

- r • , 1 , ■ 

A. Falfe again ; for 1 have always advifed 
him to leave Paris, and relide entirely at 
faverne, becaufe on that fpot he could do 
more good, and lead a quieter life. : j 

* f * 4 - - • 1 A 

Is it true that you told, ot tiiade the 
Ptmce believe that your wife was the 
Queen’s intimate friend and confidant, and 
that fhe kept a d&ily correfpondence with 
her Majefty ? 

A. By heavens that’s too much ! and if 
the Prince will fay fuch a thing, in fpite 
of all' the regard he has a right to expert 
from me, I fay it is a falfehood. 

' I ' (The 
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(The judge or reporter* fhew’d me then 
a Small piece of wrkcn paper, and conti- 
nued,) 

Q^Doyou know any thing of this note ? 
Yea or nay ? 

(Having infpeded it narrowly,, and find*' 
ing it to be a forged hand writing, I an- 
fwer’d.) 

. * * • T * • 

A. I know uotbyig pf this billet, nor 
am I acquainted wkh -the hand-writing i 
neither I or my wife have ever been at Ver- 
sailles, wt have not the honour of being 
known to the Queen, never went out; of 
Paris, and besides, as my wife cannot write* 
how fbould all this be poflible? 

Has the Prince never prefented yoo. 
Or your wifi: with diamonds ? 

A. Nothihg mare thdn what 1 fbaUi here 
recount ever caste lo my fcnoftlfcdgew 

* , Whilft 
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Whilft I lived at Strajburgh, I was in 
poftfcffion of a very curious c&rie-b«ad, con- 
taining a repeater fet round with, diamonds, - 
of this I made a prefen t to the Prince, who 
offer'd -to barter feme jewels againft it ; but 
I refafed; having ahvays been, more pleated? 
ftygive than to receive. It is true, that, oni 
tiio anniverfary of my wife’s birthday, thei 
Prince ufed tomake her prefems ; but f be- 
lieve .the whole confined in a’ dove (Hofy. 
Qbofi in tBe Freneb s ') my portrait original-; 
ly let round with pearls, whith the Prince? 
Canted to be replaced by fmall diamonds, and> 
a. fmall watch with a chain, tet with fmalfr 
brilliants, (bare of which were! larger thaw 
the reft. As to my other diamonds, they? 
are known in all the courts of Europe, 
where I have tra veil’d. This may be eafily 
afeertained. I am fhut up in the Baftile* 
fo is my wife, is well as the whole bulk 
of my fortune ; you need but feareh to be 
convinced of fhetruth. 

Q^tyrt your manner of living is expenfi ye; 
you give m uch away, and accept o^nothing 

1 2 in 
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in return j you pay every body } how do you 
contrive to get money ? 

A. This queftion has no kind of relation 
to the cafe in point ; however 1 am willing 
to give youTome fatisfa&ion. Yet} where 
is the importance of knowing whether I 
am the fon of a monarch, or that of a beg- 
gar, and why I travel without making my- 
felf known, by what means I procure the 
money I wajlt ? As long as I regard religi- 
on and the laws, and pay every one his 
due, that I -always do good and never any 
harm, the queftion you now put to me is 
idle and unbecoming. But, know that I 
have always taken a pleafure in refuting to 
gratify the public’s curiofity on this account, 
notwithstanding all that has been faid of 
|pe, when , I was called the man of 1400 
years, the Wandering Jew, the Antichrift, 
the unknown Philosopher, in fine, all thofe 
enormities which malice can invent. Ne- 
verthelefs I’ll condefcend to tell you that 
which I never reveal’d to any one before. 
Know then that the principal refource I 
have to boaft of is, that, as foon as I fet my 

foot 
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foot into any country, ! find there a banlc'-' 
ef, who fupplies me in every thing I want," 
and is afterwards repaid/ For inftance, I 
have, for France, Sarrafin de Bafle, WKo 
would give me up his whole fortune* were 
I to aik for it, fo would Monfieur Sanco- 
tar at Lyons : but I have'always reqOefted 
thefe. gentlemen never to fay that they were 
my bankers j and befides thofe refoiircCs, I 
derive further affiftance from many things' 

which are known to me, ' * 

; • ■= • 5. • •:.;c • ..i 

- ■ .j L’ . i '» V* : i ’ • 1 L . . ' . 

Q- Did the Prince ever {how ypu a writ* 

ing fubferibed, Marie Antoinette de 

France , 

A. I believe he did, i£ or 20 days beforje 
he was arrefted. * 

What did you fay concerning it ? 

; A. I faid that I could conje&ure nothing 
clXe, but that .Madame; dp la jMotte was a 
l Cheat, and 'that; (he deceived the Prince. -In 
faft, I have. at all times warned the Prince 

to 


Digitized by Google 



(; 6 ? ) 

to be 91? bis guard, told him that flie was a, 
dangerous woman ; but the Plioce never' 
yrould believe ipe, and I have always look'd 
o^ the bUl as a forged ope. 

Q^Look at this paper, and tell me whe- 
ther it is the Tapie ? 

. (The judge fljew’d rp e then a written" 
paper, on which, I perceived the name 
Marie— Antoinette de France. But hav- 
ing obferved that it was full of figures ; 
which I had never remark’d before, my an- 
fwer was.) 

A. I cannot fwear to its identity, as 
there are now figures, . which were not on 
the paper fhewn to me before. 

But thefe figures have been fetdown 
by us ? 

A. That’s a- matter- of indifftreace to me * 

I tell yon that, in coafcieilCe, I cannot 
ftvear this to fee .the feme y befides I had 
taken- but a flight furvey of it, as the aflait 

did 


Digitized by Google 



f *i ) 

did not coneerft nw» it was very immaterial 
forme to know whether itwas a teal or a 
forged infill ment. 

" Is it true that, previous to ydur be- 
ing confined, you proposed laying out 
1 $t>,oocf crowns in the ptfr chafe of a hOufe ? 

A. It is falfe. — I recollect indeed that 
one day, as I was undtr the-hand of the 
hair-dreffer, feme perfons then prefent, 
talk’d of a pavilion which accompany of.my 
friends intended to buy, aod that I anfwer- 
ed, I very willingly would take it of them ; 
but this was fpoken at random, and unde- 
fignedly. The intended purchafers were 
Monfieur De Bondi and others. 

B. The examination was clofed, when 
I recollected the above cifcumftanee^ but the 
reporter did not think it neceflary to infert 
'die fail, anfwer, in addition to the reft. 

I- have promrfed; that, after ! Had gtVeri 
fbttte account of tnyfelF, I thou Id put in ah 
'dhitacr, as far as it concerns me, to the im<- 
* ' putation 
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fnitations which Madatpe de la Motte hat 
taken upon herfejf to propagate. ; The talk 
will be as trying for me, as it will pfove 
tedious to the reader. No matter : I {hall 
go miautely through it, requeuing how- 
ever thofe who know, or can appriciate me, 
not to take the trouble of perufing this part 
of my Defence. 


Refutation of Madame de la Motte's 
Memorial in that fart which concerns the 
Comte de Cagliostro. 

Extract from the Memorial* 

The Comteffe De la Motte, begins thus. 

“ Here enters the feene, one of thofe per- 
sonages, whom the vulgar in their ignorance, 
Ayle extraordinary beings; an empiric, a 
mean alchyn\ift, a dreamer on the phiiofo- 
pher’s done, falfe prophet in the feds, in- 
to which he pretends to have been initiat- 
ed, a profaner of the true worfhip, in fine, 
ihe felf-created Comte de Caglioftro. Yes, 
> intruded 
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intruded by the Cardinal de Rohan* with 
the fplendid necklace* Caglieftro has taken 
it tQ pieces, in order to add to the treafure 
of a fortune unknown, and unheard of be-* 
fore. 

Remarks. 

Whatever may have been faid about the 
ftyle confpicuous throughout the whole of 
the Comtefie’s defence, it certainly can boaft 
of an undoubted advantage, which is to 
contain a great deal of abufive language 
within a fmall compafs : — to the proof. 

An Empiric. 

This wprd I have heard from the mouth 
of certain perfons ; but I never could 
learn ejta&ly what it meant. If intend- 
ed to point out a man who, without 
being a doctor, has fome knowledge in 
phyfics and takes no fee, who cures the poo* 
and the rich, and receives no money from 
either ; if fo I eonfefs it, — I am an Empi- 
rick. 

K Mean 
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Mean Alchymist. 

Alchymift, or not, the epithet mean. Is 
applicable to thofe only, who beg and 
cringe, and it is well known whether the 
Comte de Caglioftro ever fued for favour, or 
penfions. 

A Dreamer on the Philofopber's Stine . 

Whatever my opinion may be concern- 
ing the Philofopher’s (tone, I have been 
blent, and never troubled the public with 
my dreams. 

False Prophet, &c. 

Not always fo neither, — Had the Cardi- 
nal de Rohan taken my advice, he would 
have been aware of the Comtefle de la 
Motte, and we Ihould not be where we 
are. 


Profaner of the true "Worship. 

This is more ferious. — I have relpedted 
religion at all times. My life and my out- 
ward 
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ward conduft I freely fubmit to the enqui- 
ries of the laws : as to what paffes inward- 
ly, God alone has a right to call me to an 
account. 

Self-created Comte de Cagliostro. 

% 

I have gone all over Europe by the name 
Qf Caglioftro : as to the appellation of 
Comte, from the education" which I have 
received, the attention paid to me by the 
Muphti Salahaym, the Cherif of Mecca, 
the Grand-mafter Pinto, Pope Rezzonico, 
and mod of the Sovereigns in Europe, one 
may judge whether that is not rather a difr 
guife not to appear what I am, than a title 
of honour. 

Intrujled with the Splendid Necklace. 

I never had it in my pofleffion ; never 
faw it. 

Cagliostro took it to Pieces , &c. 

If I am pofiefled of a fortune never heard 
pf before, of an hidden treafure, I certainly 
K 2 had 
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had no ofccafion to take the necklace ta 
pieces with a to enrich mylelf. 

When a man is rich enough, when he 
carries greatnefs of foul even fo far as to 
decline favours offered by Sovereigns, and 
conftantly reject fuch gifts as the generali- 
ty of men can accept of without totannefs, 
it cannot be fuppofed that he will, in an in- 
fant, ftain the glory of ah irreproachable 
life •, nor will he of a fudden Hoop from 
the magnificence of .a Prince, to deeds of 
dithonour, which can only be the confe- 
rence of an excefs of mifcondudt and ex- 
travagance. 


Extract. 

[The Comte [fe De la Motte goes on.] 

“ In order to conceal his theft , Caglior 
ftro commanded the Cardinal de Rohan r by 
that empire- which he has aflumed over that 
Prince, to have the necklace fold, fome 
fmall parcels to be fet in Paris by means of 
Madame De la Motte ; and employ her 
huiband to have the more confiderable ones 
fet and fold in England* 

Re- 
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Remarks. 

Theintentionof the Comtefle, by trump- 
ing up a tale deftituteof probability, has 
been to caft a ridicule on theCardinal, by re- 
prefenting him, not as my friend, but as a 
(lave fo much at my command, that he does 
not hefitate a moment to obey ; when I or- 
der him to become an accomplice in a rob- 
bery, of which I alone was to reap the be- 
fit- 

This aflertion, wherein impertinence and 
indecency go hand in hand, defcrves not 
any ferious anfwer. 

Yet it may have great weight in the pre- 
fent caufe, in that it contains a formal ac- 
knowledgment, that fome of the diamonds, 
taken from the necklace, have been dif- 
pofed of in Paris by the Comtelle, and an 
pther parcel fold in England by her huf- 
band. 

Extract. 

t( We fee here the unbounded proje&s of 
Caglioftro, which, concealed at firft, un- 
ravelled 
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ravelled themfejves through a tries of pro-, 
greflive motions leading to an end, equally 
fatal to the Cardinal and the Comteffe De 
la Motte. 


Remarks. 

Thofe unbounded projefts alluded to, in 
their gradual progreffion, mud fuppofe at 
lpaft a whole year of intrigue, before the 
necklace could be obtained. — But how can 
the fuppofition be reconciled to matter of • 
fadt ? 

I came for the firft time to Paris in the 
year 1783; but I Raid only 13 days in the 
capital, employed from morning to night in 
vifiting my patients; it was not then af- 
furedly that I was at leifure to fpeculate and 
intrigue. Let us now fee, whether it has 
been more in my power to do it in my laR 
journey to this city. 

The information, filed by the Attorney 
General, Rates that the negotiation con- 
cerning the necklace, took place the lattep 

end 
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end of January 1785 } it fays that on the 
29th of the fame month, the jewellers fub- 
fcribed their approbation of the terms pro- 
pofed by the Cardinal, and that the faid 
necklace was delivered on the firft day of 
February following. 

Now it is a fad, which may be eafily 
afcertained, that I arrived in Paris the 30th 
of January 178 5, at nine o’clock in the even- 
ing. 

The whole of the bufinefs therefore was 
already tranfa&ed, except the delivery of 
the necklace, which was effected 36 hours 
after my arrival. — I was at Lions when the 
negotiation was on foot. 

I was at Bourdeaux at the time of the 
apparition of a fuppofed queen in the grove 
at Trianon. 

It muft therefore be fuppofed that I 
polled to Paris for the exprefs purpofe of 
reaping the benefit of plots contrived by 
an other.— -What an abfurdity ! — And I 

linger 
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linger in confinement !— And the walls of 
the Baftillc have for thefe fix months re- 
founded with my doleful complaintf#— 
with thofe of my ill-fated wife. 

Yet the cries of opprefled innocence have 
not reached the ear of the beft of king’s ! ! 
— But let us go on with the libel. 

Extract* 

The Coratefle, after having endeavoured 
to prove the neceffity of apprehending 
me ; after having held me out as a (harper, 
&e. proceeds : 

“ What anfwer can he give to the firft 
article of his examination ? His name, his 
furname, his qualifications.-— -♦'Comte, 
the woman who follows his fortune, 
Comteffc de Cagliofiro.” 

Was it not then enough for the counfel 
of the Comtefle De la Motte to calumniate, 
to load me with obloquy. — He rauft (till 
attack me in the tendered part of myfelf* 

Oh ! I could have forgiven what was on- 
ly perfonal to me.— But my wife 1— what 

has 
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has (he done to him ? — What has (he done 
to the Comtede ?— How can a man, who. 
beats a public character, abufe it to fatu- 
rate with bitternefs and woe the heart of an 
innocent and virtuous woman, who has no- 
thing to do with the caufe he defends, 
againft whom, though (he is confined, there 
is no decree, no complaint laid — a wo- 
man to whom he himfelf can reproach no' 
other crime, than the misfortune of having 
linked her dediny to mine. 

This I can fay with truth, that, during 
the fpace of 16 years now elapfed, fince I 
had the honour of being united to the 
ComteiTe of Cagliodro by the mod lawful 
and honourable ties, (he never left me; that 
(he never took a dep, which could hot be 
owned by the mod audere decency, the 
mod fcrupulous delicacy; and that, if there 
is a woman in being whom (lander (hould 
have refpefted — it is my wife. 

In regard to the certificate of our nuptials, 
which fome think themfelves authorifed to 
require, I pledge myfelf, if needful, to 

L make 
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make them public when I fhafl he at Jiberv 
ty, and repofTefled of my papers. 

Extract. 

** The Comtcfle de laMotte dates taafierl 
that one of my men makes a boail of haying 
been 1 50 years in my fervice. That I Some- 
times acknowledge myfielf to b$ only 300 
years old j at others,, that I brag, of baying 
been prefent at the nuptials in Cana, and that 
it was to burlefque the Holy Sacrament 
of the Eucharift, the tranfuhftantion, that 
I had imagined to multiply the necklace, 
taken to pieces, into an hundred different 
manners, and yet it was delivered, as it is 
faid, in its full complement to an auguff 
Queen. 

That I am by turns, a Portuguefe Jew, a 
Greek, an Egyptian of Alexandria, from 
whence I have imported into France hye- 
roglyphicks and forcery, 

* That I am one of thofe infatuated Ro- 
fccrucians, who have the- power of mak- 
ing 
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ing dhedeadconvcrfewiththe living j that 
I attend the poor gratis, but that 1 fell for 
,fomething> to the rich, the gift df immorta- 
lity. 

That my fociety confifts of vifionaries 
t)f aH denominatioms. 

The'ComteiTe cohdudes by infinuating 
■that I have beengullty Of fome mifdemean- 
or' in certain Courts of Europe, and that 
Madame Bohmer is well acquainted with 
fome of thofe criminal tranfadtions.” 

Remarks. 

It Cannot be expedted that I (hall repel, 
as it were one by one, every urge of that 
tor rent of calumnies and abfurdities. 

I have faid it already, my education was 
that of a child born of Chriftian parents. 
I never was a Jew, nor a Mahometan. Thefe 
two religions leave on their fedtarics an 
dutward and indelible mark . The truth 
therefore of what I here advance, may be 
K a afcertained : 
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afcertained : and rather than let an y doubt 
remain on this affair, I am ready, if requir - 
ed, to yield to a verification, more (hameful 
for him who requires, than for the periou 
who fubmits to it. 

I Ihould wiffi, moreover, that the Com- 
teffe would be more explicit, as to the 
fads (he lays to my charge. Let her 
boldly declare where is that wealthy man 
to whom I have fold immortality. Let 
her relate one fingle particular of thofe 
high mifdemeanors by which I have diC- 
tinguiffied myfelf in Europe; but above 
all, I challenge her to point out fuch of 
thofe mifdeeds as are known to Madame 
Bohmer. 

If the Comtefle de la Motte, contented 
to load me with opprobrious language, and 
‘to make ufe of infidious reticences, doea 
not accept of this formal challenge, I muff 
‘ declare to her, once for all, that I (hall give 
to all her reticences, to all her obloquy, 
paft, prefent, and to come, an anfwer very 
laconic, perfcdly clear, moft energetic, 

which 
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which the author of the Provincial Let - 
ters gave formerly, in a fimilar circum- 
ftance, to a potent fociety of learned men ; 
an anfwer which politenefs forbids me 
to fet down in French, but which the 
Comtefie’s council may tranflate to her— 
Mentiris impudentissime. 

Extract. 

The Comteffe fpeaks next of the mag- 
netizing of her niece, which (he relates in 
her own way ; that is, with the addition 
of a world of circumftances, the very re- 
verfe of truth, connedting therewith the 
account of the necklace, but with that auk- 
wardnefs and improbability which the does 
not even take the trouble to conceal. 

She makes the Cardinal, a courtier, and 
an academician, exprefs himfelf in fuch 
low, difgufting a language, that the meaneft 
footman would blufh to make ul'e of fuch 
jargon. She hears from behind the fcreen 
the clattering of kiffes which her niece was 
exchanging with a beautiful angel. 

On 
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On a table Rood a huge heap df •infirti- 
meats, the beft calculated . to Ilrike terror 
and difmay. Swords laid acrofe on eadh 
other, ribbons of various .colours, die in- 
fignia of diderent orders of knighthood, a 
dagger, and a decanter of very limped wa- 
ter, and to complete the horrid fight* 
** the dark fcene was lighted up with an 
extraordinary number of wax tapers.” 

Surrounded with this whimfical appa- 
ratus, 1 adminifter an oath of focrecy to the 
Comtefle j and then command the Cardinal 
to fetch me a large white boxj we open it, 
and the Prince gives charge to Madame de 
la Motte to fell, and procure to he fold by 
her huiband a certain quantity of diamonds. 

Remarks. 

It muft be owned either that the 
Comtefle is out of her fenfes, or that die 
implicitly trufts to the credulity of her 
judges, if Ihe hopes to extricate herfelf by 
palming upon the world tales fo 1 incoherent 
and unaccountable. 

■ I have 
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. I have already explained the whole (ran- 
fa&ion, how every thing palled, and what 
laudable motive actuated me to take a 
part in the fierce, The Prince of Luxem- 
bourg h and Monfieur de Carbonieres, can, 
if called upon, vouch to the truth of my 
anfwer as fet down in the foregoing inter- 
rogatory. 


Extract. 

. “On the firft or lecond day of Auguft, the 
Cardinal Ihewed to Madame de la Motte 
a fmall letter with a flourished border, the 
upper and lower part of which he folded 
yp carefully, that fhe might read only 
what was written in the middle, Ma- 
dame de la Motte read (this deferves atten- 
tion) thefe words * If end by the little Comtejfe 
—then followed a number of figures which 
Madame de la Motte could not fum up to- 
gether } then fhe read again—/*? quiet thofe 
poor •wretches , / Jhould be forry to fee them 
in trouble kilts the had perufed the let- 
ter, the Cardinal exclaimed — Can I be 
deceived by her ?— by the little Comtefle ? 

■— Jmpoflible, 
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— Impofiible ! I know Madame de Cagliof- 
tro too well. — There is no equivocation 
here in regard to the ComtefTe de la Mottc, 
who was prefent, and to whom the Prelate 
fhould have faid— Can I fuppofe that you 
have deceived me ? But — I know Madame 
de CagUoftro too well.” 

Remarks. 

For ever dealing in fi&ions ! never a 
proof, not even a probability — what means 
the ComtefTe de la Motte by thus en-‘ 
tangling the bufinefs ? whom was the let- 
ter directed to ? She fays not a word about 

the fuperfeription. Who wrote it? was 

it my wife ? I have already declared that 
die cannot write. Am I the author of it? 
I never write in French, feldom in Italian. 
Is it the Cardinal ? why fhould he read 
only part of the letter to the ComtefTe, and 
conceal the reft from her with fo much 
caution ? why break out into fuch an ex- 
clamation, after the perufal of a few words 
out of a letter written by himfelf? — Of 
what nature is that impofition of whicl\ 

4 W Y 
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my wife is for a moment fufpeCted by him ? 
How comes it that, fpeaking of b er » he 
ftyles her with familiarity, at one time, the 
little Comtejfe, and at another, with refpeCt, 
calls her Madame de Caglioftro ? All that 
appears clearly throughout this part of 
the memorial, is, that the Comtefie de la 
Motte, in order to wound me on all fides 
at once, has endeavoured to entangle my 
wife in an affair, of which lhe never had 
even the mod diftant knowledge. 

Extract. 

The Comtefie concludes her invectives 
in thefe words—** It is necefiary, that man 
Should learn, by a frefh inqueff, that, if the 
wifdom of the courts of ju dice have to long 
given up the practice of making forcerj, 
properly fo called, a capital offence, thole 
very courts have referved to themfelves the 
right of cenfure again d that forcery, when 
accompanied with m&leftces, thefts, impo- 
sitions, and above all, when the evil is 
daily encreaiing, by means of propeT fchools 
to fear up pupils.” 

M Remarks. 
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Remarks. 

So the Comtefle is forry not to live fa 
thofe blefled times, when a charge of for- 
cery would have led me to the (lake ! Thus 
the Comtefle de la Motto reprefents me as 
a profeflor in forcery, delivering le&ures 
on the art of thieving and fwindling to my 
pupils. Who are thofe men fo vilely de- 
generate, as to take leflons from fuch a 
teacher ? Surely the Comtefle will not 
find them amongft my acquaintance. I 
think it fuperfluous to give here a lift of 
thofe perfons who did me the honour to 
vifit at my houfe j but this I can fay with 
truth, that there is not one of them a 11 
whom the moft wary of all men, the moft 
formal jn the choice of his acquaintance, 
would not deem it an honour to be con- 
nected with. 

After all, I verily believe, that the 
Comtefle de la Motte, in doing me all the 
harm in her power, was not fo much im~ 
pelled by a fpirit of hatred againft me, as 
by the defire of clearing herfelf. But, be 
3 her 
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her intention what it may, I fofgive her* as 
far as I can, the tears of bitternefs I have tiled 
through her means : let her not imagine* 
that my moderation is a piece of mere af- 
fectation. From the bottom of the very 
abyfs into which fhe has plunged me, I. 
fhall raife my voice to implore in her be* 
half the clemency of the laws j and if, 
after my innocence and that of my wife 
is acknowledged, the beft of Kings (hould 
think an unfortunate Granger, who had 
fettled in France on the faith of his royal 
word, of the laws of hofpitality, and of the 
Common rights of nations, is intitled to 
fome indemnity j the only fatisfadtion I 
fhall require will be, that his Majefty may 
be pleafed, at my requeft, to pardon and 
fet at liberty the unfortunate ComtefTe de 
la Motte. 

This favour, if it fhould be granted, 
cannot offend juftice. However guilty the 
ComtefTe may be fuppofed, (he is already 
Alfficiently punifhed.— Alas ! my fad ex* 
perience deferves fome credit.— There il 
M a not 
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not a. crimf, ever fo great, bat any 'be 
atoned for by fix months confinement in 
the Baftilel 


Ye Judges, ye Citizens! ye have read!— 
Such is the man who made himfelf known 
at Strafburgh, Bourdeaux, Lyons, Paris, 
under the name of Comte de Cagli- 
ostro. I have wrote as much as the laws 
of the country require of me, as much as 
will gratify all other ientiments, but thofe 
of an idle curiofity. 

Do you pretend to fay, that it i& not 
enough ? Will you ftill infill upon having 
farther particulars concerning the name* 
the motives, the refources of that llranger? 
What matters it to you, Frenchmen? My 
country is, in regard to you, the Ipot within 
your empire where 1 firft fubmitted to your 
laws ; my name is that which I have caufed 
to be reverenced araongft ye ; my motive, 
God; my refources — my own fecret. When, 
for the purpofe of relieving the fick, or of 
giving rood to the needy, I fhall crave ltd* 
mittance into your Medical Colleges, or 

your 
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yonr Benevolent Societies, then ycrtl may 
qucftion : but to do, in the name of God r 
all the good I can, is a right which, to be 
fupported, requires neither name nor coun- 
try } neither proofs, or pledges. 

Frenchmen 1 are ye only guided by cu- 
riofity ? Then perufe thofe futile publica- 
tions, where malice and levity have ®om-r 
bined to direft the envenomed ihafts of 
fatire and ignominy againft the friend of 
mankind. 

Do ye, on the contrary, mean to be fair 
and juft ? Be not inquifitive : but hear, 
and love the man, who ever honoured the 
Kings, becaufe they are in the hand of 
God i Governments, becaufe he prote&a 
them; Religion, becaufe it is his law j 
Law, becaufe it is its fupplement; Man* 
kind, in fine, becaufe, like himlclf, they 
are his children. 

Once more— afk no queftions ; but heat 
and love the man, who came amotgft you 
to do good ; who bore with patience to be 

attacked. 
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attacked, and; defended himfelf with mode* 
ration. . 

■V . • * 

; (Signed)' r 

. .j • * n 

Le. Comte de.Caglk>$tRo. 

^ i 

Titon de Villautran, 

Reporter in the Caufe. 

Thilorier, Council for Defendant; 

• Brazon, Attorney to ditto. * 



. t • * 

U : 
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